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Welcome to the 2020 Re-Draft Guide for FantasyGuru.com. 

Considering the landscape of this ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÃÁÍÐÁÉÇÎȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÐÕÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÓÏÍÅ 

relevant work to help you get the leg up on your competition who has been busy doing other things and 

not focusing on the minutia of the game of baseball. 4Ï ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÄȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÃÏÍÐÉÌÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏst 

ÓÁÌÉÅÎÔ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ ×ÅȭÖÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÏÆ ÌÁÔÅ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÔ ÁÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÉÎÇÅÒÔÉÐÓ as we get ready for the 

2020 season to begin. 

 

 

Who Benefits from the Universal DH? 

By Ray Flowers 

What you are about to read is a best guess as of May 14th, 2020. We are hearing that there will be a 

ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÈÉÔÔÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÅÔȢ !ÓÓÕÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÁÃÃÕÒÁÔÅȟ ÁÎÄ 

putting aside the idea of whether ÏÒ ÎÏÔ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÉÄÅÁ, we have chosen to move forward by accepting 

the likely rule change. Therefore, we need to look at National League clubs and try to determine how 

they will handle the role. For the sake of this exercise we will suggest the lead option and then one (or 

more) backup options for each club to fill the DH role. It is obvious, but it should still be noted, that it is 

entirely possible that NL clubs do not name a full-time DH, and that they ham and egg it based on 

https://twitter.com/BaseballGuys/status/1260597410562060289


matchups, the health of players and the desire to rest guys but still have their bat in the lineup. With 

that, here is a best-guess scenario for each NL club.  

BRAVES: Best Option (Nick Markakis), Darkhorse (Austin Riley) 

The obvious answer is Riley, but he still has minor league options, and he was awful after that first two 

weeks last season. With Ender Inciarte and his Gold Glove defense in the outfield, that leaves Markakis 

×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÇÉÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÆÉÅÌÄȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÈÅ ÈÉÔ ȢΨήΫ ×ÉÔÈ Á ȢΩΫά /"0 ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÎÕÍÂÅÒÓ ÔÈÁt 

dwarfs those of Riley (.226 and .279). It makes sense for the Braves to give Riley a shot, all that youth 

and the massive power potential, but you can also make a plausible case for the veteran getting a shot.  

BREWERS: Best Option (Ryan Braun), Darkhorse (Justin Smoak) 

"ÒÁÕÎ ÈÁÓ ÈÁÄ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÓÔÁÙÉÎÇ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙȟ ÓÏ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÅÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÔ ÆÉÒÓÔȾ$(Ȣ 3ÍÏÁËȟ 

ÂÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÁÓÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎȟ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÐÌÁÙ ÆÉÒÓÔȾ$( ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÉÎ Á ÓÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÒÏÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÈÅÎ "ÒÁÕÎȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÆÅÅÌÓ 

better. Ben Gamel and Jedd Gyorko could also get work at DH, but that would likely be in a support 

role with the other two guys playing the vast majority of time filling the two spots (this would allow the 

outfield to be Christian Yelich, Lorenzo Cain and Avisail Garcia).  

CARDINALS: BÅÓÔ /ÐÔÉÏÎ ɉ-ÁÔÔ #ÁÒÐÅÎÔÅÒɊȟ $ÁÒËÈÏÒÓÅ ɉ4ÙÌÅÒ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌɊ 

#ÁÒÐÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÉÓ ×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÄÏ×Îȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙ ÈÁÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ 0ÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $( ÓÐÏÔ 

would allow him to conserve his energy for the offensive side of the game. That would allow Tommy 

Edman to slide over to third base full-time, clearing up the outfield for a guy like Dylan Carlson to 

make the team as a starting outfielder. The slugging 4ÙÌÅÒ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ could also fit into the mix either in 

the outfield or at the DH spot.  

CUBS: Best Option (Kyle Schwarber), Darkhorse (Steve Souza) 

Schwarber will be playing daily, either in left field where he is a poor defensive player, or at DH. That 

would leave Souza and Albert Almora to handle left field, with Ian Happ in center. Makes a lot of sense 

to, that is to have Schwarber handle the DH spot.  

DIAMONDBACKS: Best Option (Kevin Cron), Darkhorse (Jake Lamb/Tim Locastro) 

With the additions of Starling Marte and Kole Calhoun, the outfield is full. Christian Walker is at first 

base and Eduardo Escobar at tÈÉÒÄȢ ,ÏÃÁÓÔÒÏ ÍÁËÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÕÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÅȢ )ÔȭÓ 

ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÈÅ $ȭÂÁÃËÓ ÇÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ $(Ȣ ,ÁÍÂ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÒÉÇÈÔÉÅÓ 

ɉÃÁÒÅÅÒ ȢήΧΪ /03Ɋȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÉÔ ÌÅÆÔÉÅÓȟ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÈÉÔ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ Ãontinually be hurt. I 

think we would all love to see the 27 year old Cron get a shot. After all, in 82 games at Triple-A last 

season he went .31-38-105-81 with a 1.226 OPS. Holes and all, he can certainly mash.  

DODGERS: Best Option (A.J. Pollock), Darkhorse (Matt Beaty/Kike Hernandez/Chris Taylor) 

The DH will allow the Dodgers to mix and match on offense, to match what they do with their pitching. 

Joc Pederson ÃÁÎȭÔ ÈÉÔ ÌÅÆÔÉÅÓȟ ÓÏ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÁÔ ÁÓ Á ÐÌÁÔÏÏÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÏÌÌÏÃËȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 

the DH will likely allow Pollock to see more work. The Dodgers also have guys such as Beaty, 

(ÅÒÎÁÎÄÅÚ ÁÎÄ 4ÁÙÌÏÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÎÃÈȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÅÐÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÂÁÓÅÂÁÌÌȟ ÓÏ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ 

point that Pollock will get a chance to run with the job, untÉÌ ÈÅȭÓ ÈÕÒÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ  



GIANTS: Best Option (Hunter Pence), Darkhorse (Jaylin Davis/Austin Slater/Wilmer Flores) 

Pence had a massive bounce back last season, one no one predicted at 36 years of age, as he posted a 

career best .910 OPS. Injuries limited him to just 83 games though, and expecting him to play daily, 

×ÅÌÌȟ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÇÏÎÎÁ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȢ 4ÈÅ $( ÓÐÏÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÌÌÏ× ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÓÁÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÄÙ Á ÂÉÔȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÁÌways running at 

140 mph, and allow his bat to be in the lineup. The Giants are likely to use the DH spot in the same 

manner as they plan on deploying their bullpen, in a shared scenario. Davis more intriguing than Slater 

after that .306/.397/.590 slash line with 35 homers he posted in the minors last season, but he has a long 

Ó×ÉÎÇȟ ÈÁÓ ÄÅÁÌÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÃÏÕÔÓ ÔÈÉÎË ÈÅȭÓ Á Ωrd or 4th ÏÕÔÆÉÅÌÄÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÂÉÇÓȢ (Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÉÖÅ 

up to those numbers from last season.  

MARLINS: Best Option (Garrett Cooper), Darkhorse (Jon Berti/Matt Joyce) 

Joyce destroys righties, and even at 35 years of age he had a .871 OPS last season against them. Berti 

will play here, there and everywhere racking up steals. The addition of Jonathan Villar and Corey 

Dickerson in the outfield, and Jesus Aguilar at first base, makes it tough to envision Cooper being the 

in the daily lineup without a DH. Cooper was solid last year with a .281/.344/.446 slash line, but like 

*ÏÙÃÅ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÌÅÆÔÉÅÓ ɉȢάΪΧ /03 ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒɊȢ  

METS: Best Option (Yoenis Cespedes), Darkhorse (Matt Adams/Domonic Smith) 

7Å ÃÁÎ ÁÌÌ ÄÒÅÁÍ ÔÈÁÔ #ÅÓÐÅÄÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÒÉÄÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÌÁÓÔ ÈÏÍÅÒÓ ÁÌÌ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÁÒÄȢ (ÅȭÓ ÈÉÔ ÏÎÌÙ 

Ψά ÈÏÍÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ Ô×Ï ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ΧΧί ÇÁÍÅÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á single at-bat last season 

while he was wrestling with pigs or whatever he was doing. The Mets have a veteran (Adams) and a 

youngster (Smith) who probably deserve some at-ÂÁÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÆÁÃÅ ÉÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÎÎÁ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÃÁÕÓÅ 

there is no way that Cespedes can stay healthy, is there?  

NATIONALS: Best Option (Howie Kendrick), Darkhorse (Ryan Zimmerman/Asdrubal Cabrera) 

Kendrick had his best season last year hitting .344 with a .966 OPS. Zimmerman is still hanging around 

to add some thump to the lineup every once in a while. Cabrera/Starlin Castro were brought to town to 

basically replace Anthony Rendon. If Carter Kieboom holds down third base, then Cabrera is likely in 

ÔÈÅ ÕÔÉÌÉÔÙȾ$( ÍÉØȢ )Æ +ÉÅÂÏÏÍ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÄÏÎÅȟ #ÁÂÒÅÒÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÂÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÇÌÏÖÅ ÁÔ third, with 

Castro playing second. If that plays out the outfield spot gets a little clearer.  

PADRES: Best Option (Wil Myers), Darkhorse (Brian Dozier, Josh Naylor) 

The outfield will be Tommy Pham, Trent Grisham and Franchy Cordero with Eric Hosmer at first. 

That leaves Myers as the third wheel if you will. Myers nearly went 20/15 last season, and he still has a 

ÎÉÃÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒȾÓÐÅÅÄ ÓËÉÌÌÓÅÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒȢ )Æ ÈÅȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅÕÐ ÄÁÉÌÙȟ ÈÉÓ ÖÁÌÕÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÈÏÏÔ 

through the roof. We had expected there to be a trade in order for Myers to return value this season. 

Sure seems like that might not be the case now.  

PHILLIES: Best Option (Jay Bruce), Darkhorse (Neil Walker, Josh Harrison, Roman Quinn, Alec 

Bohm) 

Bruce hit .216 last year and has hit .220 the last two years. His skills are starting to slip, no doubt. He can 

still mash however. Bruce has 35 homers his last 629 at-bats, including 26 last season in just 310 at-bats. 

His last season of 500 at-bats, back in 2017, he socked 36 homers. The Phillies have a good place to hit, 



if the games are played in Philly, and the lineup is stacked. Folks are dreaming a bit, I think, and hoping 

that Bohm will get a shot early in the year. However, until we know how the practice squad / minor 

leagues will work for certain, playing time for prospects is up in the air.  

PIRATES: Best Option (Jose Osuna), Darkhorse (Colin Moran, Guillermo Heredia) 

Osuna has a mere .719 OPS in 250 big league games over three years. He has gone 20-77-86 over 623 

plate appearances so he ÈÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÒÕÎÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅȭÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÍÏÄÅÒÁÔÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙȢ 

7ÅȭÒÅ ÌÉÓÔÉÎÇ -ÏÒÁÎ ÈÅÒÅ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȢ ɉΧɊ Gregory Polanco is healthy. (2) Jarrod 

Dyson is starting in center field. (3) +Åȭ"ÒÙÁÎ (ÁÙÅÓ, and his excellent glove work, grabs the spot at the 

hot corner and he hits enough as a rookie to stay there.  

REDS: Best Option (Nick Castellanos), Darkhorse (Aristides Aquino, Nick Senzel) 

#ÁÓÔÅÌÌÁÎÏÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÆÉÅÌÄȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÓÏ ×ÈÙ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÈÉÔȢ (ÅȭÓ 

ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅȢ "ÁÓÉÃÁÌÌÙȟ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÇÕÙÓ ÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ Ô×Ï ÓÐÏÔÓȢ )ȭÖÅ ×ÒÉÔÔÅÎ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ 

ÍÙ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 3ÅÎÚÅÌȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ ÈÏ× ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÁÎÙ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÌÌ ÈÉÓ 

development by playing him part-time. There has been a lot of talk about Aquino being sent down to 

start the season, but the addition of the DH is the reprieve he needed to likely make the squad. Still, he 

was a HOF performer in his first month last season while the second month looked like he would be 

overmatched in Double-A.  

ROCKIES: Best Option (Sam Hilliard), Darkhorse (Daniel Murphy/Raimel Tapia/Garret 

Hampson/Ian Desmond) 

If we have David Dahl and Charlie Blackmon in the outfield, and Ryan McMahon and Trevor Story at 

second and shortstop, we have one open spot in the outfield for Tapia/Hampson/Hilliard. If we pencil 

Hilliard into the outfield that opens up the DH spot for one of the four men listed as Darkhorse options. 

Desmond is getting paid a lot of money this season, but perhaps the Rockies will just eat that and use 

him as a bench option. You would think the Rockies would love to get the speed component of 

Hampson in the lineup on a daily basis. Tapia has looked like just a guy in his time with the Rockies, but 

he is still just 26 and a lot of scouts think he has more to give. Murphy has had a tough time staying 

healthy, so maybe the Rox will just plant him at the DH spot moving McMahon to first base. Of course, 

this gets even messier when Brendan Rodgers is ready to contribute as his bat could force itself into 

the lineup taking over second base, thereby tossing McMahon into the DH/1B/OF mix as well.  

 

Finally, here is a list of free agents that could find a home, and a role, with 15 extra spots (at least) 

ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȣ Jose Bautista, Melky Cabrera, Scooter Gennett, Yasiel Puig, Hanley Ramirez, Mark Trumbo 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10 Universal DH Hitters to Target 

By Vlad Sedler 

 

5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ $( ÃÏÎÔÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÇÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÄÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅȩ !ÆÔÅÒ ÁÌÌȟ ÏÕÒ ÂÁÓÅÂÁÌÌ ÎÅ×Ó ÃÙÃÌÅ 
is overridden with the negativity and clouds of doubt from the stalemate between players, the players 
union and the MLB owners. It is easy to go down this rabbit hole at a time when much of our fantasy 
analysis and consumption are on hold. If you are looking on the bright side though, the news of the 
Universal DH being accepted as part of our proposed 82-game 2020 season means that there is a 
reason to start making adjustments to player rankings and making strategic assumptions. 

.Ï ÄÏÕÂÔȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ baseball content you can handle these last few 
weeks, you likely already have a good idea of which hitters we can bump up ADP because of this extra 
hitter in the National League. But who are the hitters who will truly move the needle? Below is a 
ranking of the 10 best targets for your proverbial radar. 

ADP listed from NFBC for the period of March 12 through May 17 

*You can find Ray Flowers take on every NL club in Who Benefits from the Universal DH? 

1 ɀ J.D. Davis, RH/NYM (ADP: 169.5) 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/who-benefits-from-the-universal-dh/


The most expensive option on our list and the one guy who was already slated for near full-time at-bats 
in his lineup, Davis becomes a virtual lock to be in the lineup every day. The former Astros prospect 
ÂÒÏËÅ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ Á ÂÉÇ ×ÁÙ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÂÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ Á ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ ÍÁÉÎÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÅÔÓȭ ÌÉÎÅÕÐ ÌÁÓÔ 
year, slashing .307/.369/.527 in just over 450 plate appearances. Davis hit the ball damn hard last year 
(91.4 mph EV, 47.7 hard-hit percentage), and most importantly, flexed a .308 XBA displaying his talents 
for all to see as a true power and contact guy whose .307 average was anything but fluky. Davis is not 
the best defender. He could always cover third base when Jeff McNeil hops over to second base. But 
ÈÅȭÌÌ ÍÏÓÔÌÙ ÍÁÎ ÌÅÆÔ ÆÉÅÌÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÙ ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ $( ÄÕÔÉÅÓ ɀ if Yoenis Cespedes ÇÅÔÓ ÈÕÒÔȟ ÉÓÎȭÔ 
ÒÅÁÄÙ ÏÒ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙȢ )Ô ÍÁÙ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ $ÁÖÉÓ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆÆÅÒ ÍÕÃÈ ÒÏÏÍ ÆÏÒ 
profit given his price tag as a 12th rounder in 15-team leagues. But the truth is, Davis could very easily 
slug his way into being a top-40 overall hitter and smash his current cost this half-season. The 27-year-
old was already a big target for me in January/February 

2 ɀ Wil Myers, RH/SD (ADP: 275.8) 

A guy who has been off my fantasy radar for a few years now, mostly because he is a major drag in 
batting average. Myers has posted three straight seasons with a mark between .235 and .255 though 
has hit double-digit homers and swipes in four consecutive seasons (including 11/13 in just 83 games in 
ΨΦΧήɊȢ (Å ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅ ÓÏ ÌÏÎÇ ɉÓÉÎÃÅ ΨΦΧΩɊ ÔÈÏÕÇÈȠ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ΩΦ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÅÒÈÁÐÓ 
there is a bit more in the tank. At least that looked to be the case this spring where he hit .300 with a 
team-leading three dingers in the Cactus League, implementing a simplified approach at the plate. 
What was most notable (albeit a super small sample size) is that Myers struck out at an 18 percent clip. 
! ÇÏÏÄ ÓÉÇÎ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ΩΪ.3 percent mark was, by far, his worst ever. Myers is a good bet for 
20-plus combined swipes and homers in this shortened season and perhaps might surprise us by not 
kicking us in the batting average junk. Josh Naylor will get some looks from the DH slot when righties 
are on the mound, but Myers should mix in for more starts in the lineup with the Universal DH role, 
spending time in the outfield, first base and as the designated hitter against lefties. 

3 ɀ Nick Senzel, RH/CIN (ADP: 217.5) 

There is no hiding my warm heart for Senzel this draft season, which is a complete 180 from this time 
last year. He is only 24 with just 414 career big-league plate appearances (all last season) but now has 
the post-ÈÙÐÅ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔ ÆÅÅÌ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÎÏÍÅÒ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ȬÉÎÊÕÒÙ-proneȭ ÁÆÔÅÒ Ô×Ï ÓÔÒÁÉÇÈÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÒÉÄÄÌÅÄ 
with injuries. His shoulder appears to be all but healed and we can finally see him live up to his hype as 
the second overall pick in the 2016 Amateur Draft. Senzel hit 12 homers, scored 55 runs and stole 14 
bags on 19 attempts in those 414 PA, giving us at least some glimpse of his capabilities. He was 
particularly impactful against southpaws posting a 51.8 percent hard-hit rate and a 128 wRC+ against 
them in his rookie year. Yes, this Reds offense is stacked and the outfield is crowded, but with DH 
implemented, Senzel is assured of being in the lineup more frequently and easily out-earning his 217.5 
ADP. 

4/5 ɀ Garrett Hampson, RH/COL (ADP: 201.2) & Sam Hilliard LH/COL (ADP: 277.3) 

,ÉËÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕȟ )ȭÍ Á ÓÕÃËÅÒ ÆÏÒ 2ÏÃËies bats in Coors Field. Hampson would be less desirable of a 
fantasy option were it not for the Universal DH, which should allow players from this crowded outfield 



ÔÏ ÓÌÉÄÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÈÉÔÔÅÒȢ !Ó ÉÔ ÓÔÁÎÄÓȟ Charlie Blackmon is locked in as the everyday 
right fielder and David Dahl (so long as he stays healthy) in center. Left field and DH would be a 
rotation of Hampson, Sam Hilliard and Ian Desmond. Ideally, Desmond would just DH when a lefty is 
on the mound and Hilliard could play against the righties. With expanded rosters, Raimel Tapia would 
be mixed in as well, but never as the DH ɀ ÈÅȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÅÒ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÉÎÇ ÈÉÔÔÅÒȢ 
Hampson could also give second baseman Ryan McMahon some days off as the two opposite-handed 
hitters could platoon there. 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ Ô×ÉÓÔÅÄȢ (ÁÍÐÓÏÎ ÄÏÅÓ ÎÏÔ ÈÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÌÌ ÈÁÒÄ ɀ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȢ ,ÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ΩΦȢΨ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÈÁÒÄ-hit 
rate was less than stellar ɀ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÏÒÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÎÏ Mallex Smith or Dee 
Gordon either, but unlikely to crank out double-digit homers this half-season. But Hampson certainly is 
a base-stealing machine and is a longshot to lead the NL in swipes in 2020. He has always been 
proficient at not getting caught and in September and October to close out last season, Hampson put 
on a display, going nine-for-nine on SB attempts while hitting .318 with five homers and 16 runs. His 
ÔÅÁÍÍÁÔÅ (ÉÌÌÉÁÒÄ ÈÁÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÈÙÐÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÏÓÅ ȬÉÎ ÔÈÅ ËÎÏ×ȭ ÈÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ 
still feels like a dirty little secret when you consider the ultra-cheap price tag (277 ADP). In his first 
Triple-A season last year, Hilliard put up massive numbers (35 HR ɀ 101 RBI ɀ 22 SB ɀ 109 R) and 
averaged 30 stolen bases in his three minor league seasons prior to 2019. This roster is deep enough 
×ÈÅÒÅ (ÉÌÌÉÁÒÄ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎÅÕÐ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÒÉÇÈÔÉÅÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÇÏÏÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÅÁÐ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÄÏ 
provide a hefty profit at a dirt-cheap price. 

6 ɀ Jon Berti, RH/MIA (ADP: 265.2) 

Berti is dirty 30 years of age and is very much a late-bloomer given the fact that it took him eight 
seasons to make his debut in the majors (with the Blue Jays in 2018). He burst on the season as a 
valuable fantasy asset last season, particularly down the stretch where he finished tied second with 
Hampson and Tommy Pham in stolen bases (nine) from September 1 on, behind Adalberto MondesiȭÓ 
12. Berti got the opportunity to lead off for the Marlins quite often and may get that opportunity again 
ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÂÁÔÓ ɉJesus Aguilar, Garrett Cooper) sliding over to 
$(Ȣ "ÅÒÔÉ ÈÁÓ ÅÖÅÎ ÌÅÓÓ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ (ÁÍÐÓÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÃÈÅÁÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÏÄÁÃÉÏÕÓ ×ÈÅÅÌÓȢ -ÏÓÔ 
importantly, he qualifies at three positions (1B, 3B, OF) in most formats and is yet another reason why 
×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÏÖÅÒÐÁÙ ÆÏÒ ÓÔolen bases earlier in our upcoming drafts. 

7 ɀ Carter Kieboom, RH/WAS (ADP: 347.5) 

Kieboom was one of the featured players on my 5 Late-Round Hitters to Target piece last week. The 
defending champion Nationals are loaded with veterans like Ryan Zimmerman, Howie Kendrick and 
recently acquired Asdrubal Cabrera who all still have pop in their bats but are best utilized where they 
are not playing every day. With Anthony Rendon ÎÏ× ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÎÇÅÌÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÆÏÒ +ÉÅÂÏÏÍ ÔÏ 
ÅÁÒÎ ÈÉÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÅÖÅÒÙÄÁÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÂÁÓÅÍÁÎ ɀ for now and the future. He is a former 
first-rounder who can contribute across all five standard roto categories and has a clearer path to full-
time at-bats now with the Universal DH getting implemented. 

8 ɀ 4ÙÌÅÒ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ, RH/STL (ADP: 570.5 ɀ FAAB) 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/from-the-gut-5-late-round-hitters-to-target/


3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÈÉÔÔÅÒÓ ÙÏÕ ÊÕÓÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÑÕÉÔȢ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÉÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÇÕÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
continually invest in a hitter at in the early rounds and they perennially disappoint. This is another 
ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏ ÁÌÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ ÉÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÆ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÄÁÙ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ×ÁÓ Á ΩΦth round one 
in 12-team leagues ɀ one that is replaceable without the guilt. Granted, this is a young and talented 
outfield in St. Louis. An outfield highlighted by rookie Dylan Carlson. But opening up the National 
,ÅÁÇÕÅ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅÄ ÈÉÔÔÅÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÃÁÒÖÅ ÏÕÔ Á ÄÁÉÌÙ ÒÏÌÅ ÆÏÒ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÙÐÅȢ 
There are wÈÉÓÐÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÈÉÍ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÁÖÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ÌÁÃË ÏÆ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ 
ÎÏÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ 0ÕÉÇÅÓÑÕÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÎÏÔ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÅ×ÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÈÁÓ Á ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ΩΦ-
homer hitter in the majors because his power is top-notch, but bad plate discipline and a high strikeout 
ÒÁÔÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÈÅ ÇÏÅÓȢ !Ó ÁÎ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÂÏÏÓÔȟ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ×ÁÓ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÃÁÓÔ 
Sprint Speed leaders though it was just a 60-game, 151 plate appearance sample and he only stole one 
ÂÁÓÅȢ (ÅȭÓ ÎÏt someone you even have to worry about drafting ɀ Á ΫέΦ !$0 ÍÅÁÎÓ ÈÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ 
taken in 30-round, 15-team drafts. But if he starts the season off looking serious at the plate and shows 
signs of better discipline, he is going to be one of those one-dollar difference-makers in leagues this 
season. 

9 ɀ Kevin Cron, RH/ARI (ADP: 695.6 ɀ FAAB) 

Another deep-ÌÅÁÇÕÅÒ ×Å ×ÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÄÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÉÔȭÓ Á ΫΦ-round Draft Champions 
draft-and-hold. Cron is the three-years younger brother of MLB veteran C.J. who has been crushing it in 
ÔÈÅ ÍÉÎÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ ,ÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÁÓ #ÒÏÎȭÓ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÎ 4ÒÉÐÌÅ-A and he was one of the 
absolute best in the minor leagues, knocking in 105 runs with 38 homers and a massive .331/.449/.521 
slash line in just 82 games. His 78 plate appearance sample and first taste of the majors was anything 
but sweet, as he struggled with a .211 average, though did hit six homers in 78 plate 
appearances. Christian Walker had always been the heir apparent to Paul Goldschmidt leaving Cron 
on the outside looking in. But the introduction of the designated hitter should provide Cron with the 
ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÁÌÌÙ ÍÁËÅ Á ÎÁÍÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ #Ȣ*ȢȭÓȢ Jake Lamb will get some time as DH 
as well but will also play some third base and basically only face right-handed pitching. Cron can hit 
both lefties and righties and is a true masher. Keep an eye on him early in July to see how frequently he 
plays and if he can handle major-league pitching. 

10 ɀ Johan Camargo, SW/ATL (ADP: 637.5 ɀ FAAB) 

4ÈÅ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÇÕÙ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÓÔȟ #ÁÍÁÒÇÏ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÂÕÔ ÁÎ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÉÌÌ-in for your 15-
ÔÅÁÍ ÓÑÕÁÄÓ ×ÈÅÎ Á ÇÁÇÇÌÅ ÏÆ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÕÔÈÐÁ×Ó ÁÒÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ "ÒÁÖÅÓȭ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅȢ #ÁÍÁÒÇÏ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÎÇ 
masher Austin Riley were in a dead-heat ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÔÈÉÒÄ ÂÁÓÅ ÇÉÇ ÉÎ ÃÁÍÐ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
Universal DH opens up more playing time for both of them. Camargo is way off the fantasy radar these 
days because he did not get consistent playing time last season, mostly hitting in the bottom-third of 
the lineup and used sparingly to the tune of just 248 plate appearances. What some of us forget was 
just how sound he was at the plate in 2018 when he did have a near-full time role. That season, 
Camargo displayed respectable plate discipline (9.7% BB, 20.6% K) all the while hitting 19 homers and 
76 RBI in 524 PA. He is not a power hitter but did post a .213 ISO against lefties in 2018 and then .200 
against them last year. Because of his stout defense, Camargo should be a fixture on the hot corner this 
year. Keep Camargo on your watch list in FAAB and make sure to target him on FAAB weeks when the 
Braves face several lefties. 



 

 

 

 

Why Avoid Starting Pitching Early? 

By Ray Flowers 

 

It is not a fool proof plan to avoid arms in the early rounds and many a team, as in a lot, do win rostering 

ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁÆÔȢ )ȭÖÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÁÒÇÕÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÌÉÁÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÁÒÍÓ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÎ Á 

draft is risky. I will touch on those points, briefly, before pivoting to the newest reason to avoid taking 

pitching early in 2020 if you still have a draft to come. Hint ɀ ÉÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙ ÏÕÔȢ 

1 ɀ Starting pitchers only contribute in four categories (no saves). Hitters taken early can contribute in 

five categories, and once those first couple of rounds are gone, your odds of finding 5-category 

offensive players diminishes greatly.  

2 ɀ You can mix/match starting and relief pitchers meaning there is a good deal of maneuverability with 

Á ÐÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ÇÁÍÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÈÉÇÈ ÅÎÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÒÍÓȢ 

3 - You need more starting players than pitchers in a fantasy lineup. 



4 - The worst thing that can happen to a fantasy player in a game is to be a pitcher and to get blasted. 

You know, those 2.2 innings, seven run outings. Efforts like that are the most damaging thing that can 

ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÑÕÁÄ ɉÉÔȭÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÈÁÒÍÆÕÌ ÔÈÁÎ Á ÂÁÔÔÅr going 0-for-12). Why build around that potential 

downfall (this is a simplistic comment of course, and the worst one on the list)? 

5 - Players can often play through injury more effectively than pitchers. One pitch can lead to months 

on the shelf, if not more. There are always at least 150 starting pitchers in baseball, meaning there are 

always starting pitchers that you can add off the waiver-wire to help your squad. 

6 - 7ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÌÉÅÆ ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÄȟ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÖÏÌÕÍÅ ÉÓ ÒÅÃeding. In 2019, 

relievers threw 18,265.2 innings which means that relievers threw forty-two percent of all the innings 

last season. 

7 ɀ In 2020 baseball, we have to deal with The OpenerȢ 9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒȱ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÏÅÓ ÁÎ 

inning or two. This scÅÎÁÒÉÏ ÃÁÎ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÂÅ Á ÂÏÏÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÁÒÍÓ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÐÉÃËÉÎÇ ÕÐ Á Ȱ7ȱ 

ÍÉÇÈÔ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÇÏ ÕÐ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÕÌË ÒÅÌÉÅÖÅÒȱ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÆÉÖÅ ÆÕÌÌ ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ Á ×ÉÎ ɉÔÈÉÎË 

Ryan Yarbrough types). By the way, Yarbrough has made a mere 20 starts over two seasons, but he 

has still won 27 games. A guy who has made 20 starts in two seasons has more wins than Clevinger, 

Bieber, Berrios, Paxton, Corbin, Kershaw, Giolito, Bauer, Syndergaard and deGrom the last two years. )ÔȭÓ 

not 100 percent necessary to get an early arm in drafts to pick up victories. In fact, many of the top arms 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÐÉÌÅ ÕÐ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÖÅ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÔÏÔÁÌÓ ɉÊÕÓÔ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÎÁÍÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎɊȢ Hell, 

Mike Leake has more wins than Jacob deGrom the last two years.  

8 - Will managers manage differently this year? I think the answer has to be yes. There will be more 

immediacy in the game as every single game will be more important than it would in a 162 game 

ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÂÅ Á ÈÅÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ give away any outs, and innings or any 

games. Therefore, managers are nearly certain to be more aggressive with their use of the bullpens by 

turning to those arms when the starting is struggling.  

9 - There is slightly more volatility with pitchers than with hitters. Not only are starting pitchers only 

capable of competing in four categories, one of the categories they contribute in is extremely volatile ɀ 

ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ Ȱ×ÉÎȱ ÃÏÌÕÍÎȢ  

This last point is where I want to expand the discussion today.  

Wins are volatile to begin with. 

A starting pitcher has to allow fewer runs than the opponent and pitch five innings to qualify for a win. 

A starting pitcher then has to depend on his bullpen to hold on to the lead or his offense to extend that 

lead.  

A starting pitcher can toss eight innings of shutout ball and get a no-decision or a loss. 

A starting pitcher can allow six runs in five innings and get a win. 

A starting pitcher could be pitching well and have a lead in the game, only to have his manager pull him 

ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ΪȢΨ ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓȟ ÔÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÐÒÅÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱ7Ȣȱ 

You get the point. 



'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ×ÉÎ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÉÎȭÔ ÅÁÓÙȢ 

0ÉÃËÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ×ÉÎ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÙȢ 

Early in the year, will pitchers be able to, or allowed to, throw five innings? 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÔÕÐ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦȢ 

On Fantasy Philips on SiriusXM Fantasy Sports Radio each week, Kyle Elfrink and I have the pleasure of 

doing a two hour show with former MLB GM Steve Phillips. During one of our recent visits, Steve 

ÃÏÍÍÅÎÔÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÂÅÌÉÅÆ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈÅÄ ÏÕÔ 

ÏÎÃÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÓÔÁÒÔȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÆÁÉÒ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅȢ  

How much training have players been to undergo the last two months? 

Do they have a catcher to handle their heat while at home? 

Do they have access to full training facilities with a mound etc.? 

Is someone in their family sick?  

Has Covid-19 caused their attention to be devoted to off the field matters such as family and friends? 

The bottom line is ɀ what kind of baseball shape are the pitchers in?  

Will the pitchers be able to throw 100 pitches in week one of the season? Will they be able to throw 90? 

80? 70? It is going to be on a case by case basis, is it not? 

4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÓ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× how many pitches these guys will be ready to throw the first couple of 

times through the rotation. Will they consistently be able to throw five innings an outing early in the 

ÓÅÁÓÏÎȩ 7ÈÁÔ ÉÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÉÔÃÈ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÇÅÔÓ ÕÐȩ 4ÈÅ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÉÓ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÁÎÓwer. 

Will teams be reluctant to proceed all year long with a traditional 5-man pitching staff?  

Will there be more experimentation this season?   

Will teams use 4-man rotations? Maybe six?  

Will shorter outings become the norm?  

7ÉÌÌ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÕÓÉÎÇ /ÐÅÎÅÒȭÓȩ  

How will the schedule play into all of this?  

How will the location of games impact pitchers? 

How will the rosters ultimately play out? We are hearing 30-man rosters with the potential of practice 

squads up to 20 players. Will teams be able to liberally use the taxi squad to bolster their pitching ranks? 

As you can see, the 2020 season is going to be different than the rest. Some of the above questions will 

be answered once the full details are agreed to by the players and owners, but some of the questions ɀ 

such as how deep into games will pitcher be able to go early in the year ɀ will not be answered until the 

games start to be played. Do you really want to spend early capitol on the hope that things will proceed 

like they basically have in the past?  



 

3ÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ 0ÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ Ǫ 2ÏÓÔÅÒ #ÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ Á 3ÈÏÒÔÅÎÅÄ 
3ÅÁÓÏÎ 

By Vlad Sedler 

An air of great uncertainty rampantly fills our world and consumes us by the minute. For some, it 
may even feel wrong to focus on distractions away from all the civil unrest and how we ourselves 
can make a positive, substantial impact. But being consumed with it 24-7 is anything but healthy 
for our minds or our bodies. We need distractions. We need to be able to step away for periods of 
time in the day to keep our heart rates and blood pressure normal and to keep from losing our 
minds. 

The standoff between MLB players and owners feels so trivial in the grand scheme of things, but 
we would all still love to see a resolution in the coming days to bring some sense of normalcy back 
in our everyday lives. Knowing for certain that we will have major league baseball and fantasy back 
in July would at least gives us something in the short term to look forward to, as well as a much-
needed distraction. But this battle plays out like a soap opera that keeps us on edge about whether 
we will even have a season. 

4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÎÅ ÈÅÌÌ ÏÆ Á ÓÅÇÕÅ ÉÎÔÏ Á ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÒÏÓÔÅÒ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ Á 
shortened season, eh? No matter how many people in your lives or on twitter timelines are 
doomsdaying the MLB season as their negativity begins to seep into our brains and cause doubt, 



ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÅÍÂÌÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ pro baseball this year. 
4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÔÏÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÁÔ ÓÔÁËÅ ÆÏÒ ÉÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÆÁÌÌ ÁÐÁÒÔȢ )ȭÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï 
sides align somewhere between 50 and 114 games in the 70-80 range and I assume you are with me 
that even if it does end up being 50 games, we would take it in a heartbeat. 

With a drastically shortened MLB season will come much unpredictability, extreme variance and a 
clear change in our draft strategies. Some people who will hop back in to drafting in a couple weeks 
might not have enough time or discipline to properly adjust and that will serve as a big advantage 
for those of us who will. 

WHAT TO DO WITH PITCHERS? 

The biggest question on the minds of those who are already thinking about shortened season draft 
strategy is what to do with starting pitchers? 

The initial assumption of those already preparing is that that all starting pitchers should be pushed 
ÄÏ×Î ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÈÁÌÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÓȢ 4ÈÁÔ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ 
consistently, and well, to earn early draft picks on our teams. I have heard many sharp colleagues 
quickly take a stand on loading up heavily on only hitters in early rounds and waiting until after 
seven rounds to start drafting pitchers. My colleague and friend here at Guru, Ray Flowers, wrote a 
brilliant piece on why we should avoid starting pitchers early. Ray has had plenty of success in the 
last couple of decades with waiting on starting pitchers, much of it due to the fact that valuating 
later-round pitching has always been a strength of his. 

) ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÔÒÕÍ ɉÒÅÁÄ Ά0ÈÉÌ$ÕÓÓÁÕÌÔΨέȭÓ ÔÈÒÅÁÄ 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ *ÕÎÅ ΨɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ 0ÈÉÌȭÓ ÁÒÇÕÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÏÓe early round pitchers are about as 
solid and consistent of an asset that you can find in those first few rounds, barring injury of course. 
We basically know what we are getting out of guys like Jacob deGrom, Gerrit Cole, Stephen 
Strasburg and Luis Castillo. These are the elite workhorse talents who rack up strikeouts with 
ease, go deep into their outings and rarely, if ever, get blown up to the magnitude of five or more 
ÒÕÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÓÔÁÒÔȢ )ÔȭÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÎÏÔÉÏÎ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÁÄ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÉÎÊÕÒÙ history or are 
less trustworthy health-wise. Investing in say a third-round Justin Verlander if it does not appear 
ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÆÕÌÌÙ ÈÅÁÌÅÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÕÒÔȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÂÉÇ ÈÉÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÏÓÔÅÒ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÏÓÅ ÙÏÕÒ 30ΧȢ )Î 
ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÒÏÔÏ ÌÅÁÇÕÅÓȟ 30ȭÓ ÍÁËÅ Á ÈÅÆÔÙ Émpact on 40 percent of your statistical categories. 

Having aces on your roster certainly does provide stability, as well as consistent production for your 
fantasy squad. Whereas, if you are waiting too long on starting pitchers, you might find yourself in 
a weekly pickle playing a game of Press Your Luck (no whammy, no whammy) with arms who 
could blow up your ratios. And as we should easily surmise, a seven earned run bombing has a 
significantly greater negative impact in an 80-game season where a pitcher may make just 15 
starts, compared to the alternative of a normal season. 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/why-avoid-starting-pitching-early/


On the flip side of this argument are fantasy managers, like Ray, who trust their ability in finding 
ÔÈÅ ÇÅÍ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÕÃÈ ÏÆ Á ÄÉÆÆÅrence between 
the 180-range ADP arms like Mike Minor, Jake Odorizzi, Sean Manaea and arms going three 
rounds ahead of them like Eduardo Rodriguez, Max Fried and Dinelson Lamet. Especially in the 
small 14 to 16 start sample size. Being able to still manage your rotation on a weekly basis and 
compete in all the pitching categories while loading up on stud hitters through your first five to 
eight rounds sounds enticing to many out there. 

It would be similar to a stars-and-scrubs approach in auction, which is a sound strategy in 2020 if 
ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ÒÏÓÔÅÒÓ ÅØÐÁÎÄ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÇÅÔ Á $( ÆÏÒ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ,ÅÁÇÕÅ ÔÅÁÍÓȢ 7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔ ÅØÁÃÔÌÙ ×ÈÁÔ 
team managers would do, but this stars-and-scrubs theory in a shortened season under these new 
ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÍÅÁÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅ Íany more lefty/righty platoons and less playing time to go 
around for the run-of-the-mill and nonproven offensive commodities. In turn, your early round stud 
hitters should find themselves in the lineup daily, racking up the plate appearances, so long as they 
do not get hurt and hit the Injured List. 

At the end of the day, the correct strategy with starting pitchers does not have to be extreme. We 
will surely see league winners this year who a) waited on pitching, b) took pitchers early and c) took 
a balanced approach. You just have to feel comfortable with whatever strategy you implement and 
play to your strengths of late-round drafting of pitchers and hitters. If you already did not feel 
comfortable drafting Jack Flaherty, Shane Bieber and Stephen Strasburg at the end of the 
second round of 15-teamers ɀ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÅÌ ÔÈÁÔ 30ȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ Ô×Ï ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÌÉËÅ Chris Paddack, Charlie 
Morton  and Tyler Glasnow will produce comparable roto numbers ɀ you simply load up on hitters 
in Rounds 2 and 3 and wait for pitching. What we should primarily be looking for in our starting 
pitchers, no matter what rounds they fall in, is: 

¶ Health (no underlying injury concerns; quick ramp up in this second spring training) 
¶ Steadiness with control (looking for consistent run-ÐÒÅÖÅÎÔÉÎÇ 30ȭÓ ×ÈÏ ÒÁÒÅÌÙ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÕÐ 
ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÒÕÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÓÔÁÒÔȠ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÖÏÉÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄÍÉÎÅÓ ÁÓ Á έ-ER outing 
will have greater negative impact in a 15-start sample) 

¶ Dominance (keeping control in mind, we also want to be sure we get our fair share of high-
strikeout arms to compete in that category; being careful on compiling too many Kyle 
Hendricks or Mike Soroka sub-8 K/9 types on our rosters) 

¶ Team Context (Wins are the most frustrating of all the roto categories and are toughest to 
ÂÁÎË ÏÎȠ ÐÒÅÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔÌÙ ÌÉÎÅ ÙÏÕÒ 30ȭÓ ÕÐ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÄÅÆÅÎÓÅÓȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ ÒÕÎ 
support, have strong bullpens and project for a win percentage greater than 55%) 

¶ Ballparks/Divisions (Given the greater frequency at which teams within divisions will face 
ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ Á ÓÈÏÒÔÅÎÅÄ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÍÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÁÖÏÉÄ 30ȭÓ ÏÎ ÔÅÁÍÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÄÉÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÙÏÕ 
expect to be strong offensively (ie AL East, NL Central)) 

My personal approach to starting pitchers this second draft season is as follows. 

In satellite leagues (non-NFBC) and expert leaguesȟ )ȭÌÌ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÙ ×ÁÉÔ ÏÎ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓȟ ÂÕÔ 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÂÂÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÆÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÏÍȢ -ÅÁÎÉÎÇ )ȭÌÌ ÇÒÁÂ ÍÙ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙȭÖÅ ÆÁÌÌÅÎ Á 



ÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÒ Ô×Ï ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ !$0 ÏÒ ×ÈÅÒÅ ) ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ) ×ÏÎȭÔ ÒÅach for them. Non-NFBC and 
expert league drafters tend to wait longer on starting pitchers; and with a shortened season it is 
very likely that these assets fall even further, in which case I can load up on hitters early and 
assemble my stable of reliable S0ȭÓ ÁÔ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÔÁÇÓȢ )ȭÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ ÐÏÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÔÔÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ 
the first eight rounds or so and possibly even taking a scarce commodity (like a good closer) before 
ÍÙ 30Χ ÏÒ 30Ψ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ) ÁÍ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ×ÉÔÈ 30ȭÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ 2ÏÕÎÄ ΧΦ to build 
a formidable rotation. 

In NFBC leagues with the overall component (like Main Event and Online Championship), I will 
ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ ÌÏÃËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÏÕÒ ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ) ÆÅÅÌ ÃÏÍÆÏÒÔÁÂÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÎȭÔ 
be afraid on grabbing my second or third guy by Round 12. I foresee scenarios in NFBC where 
ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏÏ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÂÌÅ ÏÆ 30ȭÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÉÒÅ 
(their ratios) in-ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 7ÉÔÈ Á ÌÅÓÓÅÒ ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ 30ȭÓ ÏÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÏÓÔÅÒȟ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÓÓ 
confidence in their start-ability and create a higher likelihood of a ratio blow-up. Having an ace or 
two in national competitions provides you with locked-in every week starters you are confident in 
who provide a solid building block of stats for your roster.  

)Î ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅ ÏÆ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅ ȬÆÁÄÅ ÐÉÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÅÁÒÌÙȭ ÒÏÓÔÅÒ ÂÕÉÌÄÓ, I am very likely to draft multiple pitchers 
ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÂÁÃË ÉÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÒÏÕÎÄÓȢ !Ô ÔÈÁÔ ÐÏÉÎÔȟ )ȭÖÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÍÙ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÂÁÓÅ ÁÎÄ 
probably have a top-10 closer, at which point I can then hit it hard with my mid-round SP targets 
such as David Price, Hyun-Jin Ryu, Lance McCullers, Kenta Maeda, Rich Hill, Dylan Bundy, Jose 
Urquidy and Minor. There needs to be some excessiveness in those middle rounds to balance out 
the heavy-handedness of loading up on hitters early. On the flip side, if you found yourself in a 
ÄÒÁÆÔ ÓÐÏÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ Ô×Ï ÁÃÅ 30ȭÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÏÕÒ ÒÏÕÎÄÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ 
option available at the time, you have to be able to shift focus and pound the draft table with a core 
of strong hitters to avoid finding yourself in a situation where you are drafting too many platoon 
players or those not expected to be in the lineup every day. 

)ÔȭÓ Á ÄÅÌÉÃÁÔÅ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÔÁÂÌÅȢ $ÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒÓ Åarly or waiting on them in 
this shortened season scenario depends on many factors, namely, understanding of who your 
targets are throughout the draft, your own comfort level in terms of valuating late-round hitting 
and pitching targets who can earn huge profits and finally, being able to read the (draft) room and 
adjust strategically on the fly if need be. The best drafters are the most agile ones who are willing 
to change course on a whim. Having a good feel of who your draft targets are in the back half of a 
draft can help steer you in the right direction on what the most suitable strategy with starting 
pitchers is for this wild and unpredictable shortened season. 

 

 

 

 



 

Is Head to Head Baseball Is Dead? 

By Ray Flowers 

Baseball has been mainly a season long, rotisserie game since the beginning. The grind of going from 

Game 1 to 162 truly does elevate the best team/manager to the top of the mountain at seasons end in 

most instances. There have always been pockets of those who prefer the head to head setup, choosing 

ÔÏ ÂÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ )ȭÍ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÐÒÅÔÔÙ ÄÁÍÎ ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÕÃÈ ÓÅÔÕÐÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÒÏ×Î ÉÎ 

popularity in fantasy baseball in recent years. H2H has grown so markedly that I felt I needed to refute 

it, something I discussed in this podcastȢ 4Ï ÍÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ Á ×ÏÒÄ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÄÃÁÓÔ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 

times, playing H2H baseball is a sprint whereas the game of baseball should be played in fantasy as it is 

in the real world ɀ like a marathon. So, the question is ɀ will the sprint that will be the 2020 season be 

ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÓÅÔ ÆÏÒ (Ψ( ÏÒ ÒÏÔÏ ÓÅÔÕÐÓȩ )ȭÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕȣ 

HEAD TO HEAD BASEBALL IS DEAD 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÌÁÙ ÉÔ ÏÕÔȢ 

Baseball is a 26-week battle in a traditional year.  

-ÏÓÔ (Ψ( ÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ 7ÅÅË Ψάȟ ÏÒ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÍÂÉÎÅ 7ÅÅËÓ ΨΫ-26 into one matchup. So, the season 

ÉÓ ÏÎÌÙ ΨΫ ×ÅÅËÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ (Ψ( ÌÅÁÇÕÅÓ ɉ)ȭÍ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÇÕÅÓÓ ÈÅÒÅȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ 

raw data to back ÉÔ ÕÐȟ ÂÕÔ )ȭÍ ÁÌÓÏ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÃÏÎÆÉÄÅÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ )ȭÍ ÒÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÏÓÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎɊȢ  

Assuming that setup, a 25-week regular season, leagues will play a regular season of 20-22 weeks, 

followed by a 3/4 week playoff. Here is how some of the main providers have it setup.  

 Reg. Season Playoffs 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/rays-rundown-2-23-the-h2h-league-plan/


CBS Weeks 1-23 Weeks 24-25 

ESPN Weeks 1-21 Weeks 22-25 

Yahoo Weeks 1-22 23-25 

 

A bit of difference, but in the end pretty similar with an average ending to the regular season coming 

after 22 Weeks and the playoffs ending after Week 25.  

What is 2020 gonna look like? 

The answer is ɀ who knows? 

)ȭÍ ÓÔÉll assuming they are playing games this season as I think it would be catastrophic to the sport if 

they cannot figure it out. By that I mean, and no hyperbole here, baseball would be doing lasting 

damage to the game that they would likely never rebound from. With everything going on in the world 

today, millionaires and billionaires being unable to come to an agreement would likely crush the sport 

(for more, see What Is Wrong With Fantasy Baseball?ɊȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ΧΧΪ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ 

owners said ɀ no. That leaves us with a season between 50-80 games, more or less.  

,ÅÔȭÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÂÁÓÅÌÉÎÅȢ Baseball is normally made up of 162 

games over a 26-week period which equates to an average of 6.23 games played per week. Using that 

ÍÁÒËȟ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÒÏÕÎÄ ÉÔ ÔÏ άȢΨ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÐÅÒ ×ÅÅË ÔÏ ÓÉÍÐÌÉÆÙ ÔÈÉÎÇÓȟ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÄ ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

following length of weeks for games played in 2020. 

Games Games Per Wk. Weeks to Season 

50 6.2 8.1 

60 6.2 9.7 

70 6.2 11.3 

80 6.2 12.9 

 

In this scenario, even an 80-game season, which seems like the most we are getting at this point (plus 

or minus a game or two), we are going to have a 13-week regular sÅÁÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ (!,& ÔÈÅ ÌÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

normal regular season. Even if we get aggressive, say only four teams make the playoffs instead of six 

and give each playoff matchup just a single week, and we play the whole regular season out (not 

excising the final week of the regular season), we end up with an 11-week regular season and two weeks 

of playoffs. Here is that same chart with a two-week playoff for each segment.  

Games Reg. Season Length. Playoffs Wks. 

50 Six Two 

60 Eight Two 

70 Nine Two 

80 Eleven Two 

 

Are you really going to play a regular season of six weeks and then do playoffs? Even if MLB gets up to 

70 games, which is sounding like a high level for what the owners apparently want, we would end up 

with a seven-week regular season which would be one-third the norm.  

https://www.fantasyguru.com/what-is-wrong-with-fantasy-baseball-2/


,ÅÔȭÓ ÇÅÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÁÇÇÒÅÓÓÉÖÅȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ -," ÍÁÎÁÇÅÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÆÆ ÓÏÍÅ ÄÏÕÂÌÅ-headers in there. In this 

scenario we will bump up the games played from 6.2 games per week up to 7.0, or one per calendar 

day.  

Games Games Per Wk. Weeks to Season 

50 7.0 7.1 

60 7.0 8.6 

70 7.0 10.0 

80 7.0 11.4 

 

Now, lets add the playoff component to the mix. 

Games Reg. Season Length. Playoffs Wks. 

50 Five Two 

60 Seven Two 

70 Eight Two 

80 Nine Two 

 

Realize, this is some very basic stuff. I know that many leagues do fantasy playoffs for three weeks, in 

ÆÁÃÔ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÁÔ )ȭÖÅ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÂÏÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏÓ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÕÔ ÁÂÏÖÅ 

)ȭÖÅ ÓÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÏÆÆÓ ÁÔ ÊÕÓÔ Ô×Ï ×ÅÅËÓȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ add another week for the playoffs, pushing things to three, 

the regular season outlook is even more bleak.  

THE FANTASY FOOTBALL COMP 

2ÅÁÌÌÙ ÆÏÌËÓȟ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÉÎÔȩ %ÖÅÎ ÉÎ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ×Å ÄÏ ΧΩ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÍÁÔÃÈÕÐÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ 

three playoff weeks ɉÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÓÏÆÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙ 7ÅÅË ΧέɊȢ  ! ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÓÅÔ ÏÆ Ô×Ï ÃÈÁÒÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÂÏÖÅȟ 

with fantasy football tossed into the mix. 

Here is the 6.2 games a week list.  

Games Reg. Season Length. Playoffs Wks. 

50 Six Two 

60 Eight Two 

70 Nine Two 

80 Eleven Two 

NFL Thirteen Three 

 

Here is the seven games a week list. 

Games Reg. Season Length. Playoffs Wks. 

50 Five Two 

60 Seven Two 

70 Eight Two 

80 Nine Two 

NFL Thirteen Three 

 

Remember, in both sets listed we have baseball playing two weeks of playoffs, or just two-thirds of 



what is used in fantasy football. What we have to deal with this season in baseball is a campaign that 

ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÉÎÇ ÕÐ ÔÏ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÄÏ ÉÎ Æootball.  

SO WHERE DOES ALL THIS LEAVE US? 

)ÔȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅ ÇÈÏÓÔ ÆÏÌËÓȢ  

)ÔȭÓ ÏÖÅÒȢ 

Head-to-(ÅÁÄ "ÁÓÅÂÁÌÌ ÉÓ ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ΨΦΨΦȣ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÉÔȢ  

Ȭ3ÃÒÅ× ÙÏÕ 2ÁÙȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÉÔȢȭ 

My response ɀ why? 

Why would you want a season of 7-8 weeks, instead of 21-22, to determine the result of your regular 

season. As mentioned in the link above to my podcast, H2H already has issues with it. You can game 

the system, you can crush the waiver-wire focusing on one week, you can punt categories etc. The H2H 

ÇÁÍÅ ÉÓ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÄÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÔÅÁÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÏÖÅÒ ΨΨ ×ÅÅËÓȢ 

Dropping the regular season to one-third of that, as the powers that be seem nearly certain to do, 

would introduce even more white/noise and randomness to the game of fantasy baseball? Why? We 

ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÉÓȢ 4Ï ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÄȟ )ȭÖÅ ÇÏÔ Á ÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎ ɀ or a couple of them.  

1 ɀ Play roto this year. 

If the season is as few as 50-ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÆÕÌÌ-on sprint anyway. Even the roto leagues will be tight and 

basically feel like a long H2H matchup.  

2 ɀ Split the season into two halves, then add the playoffs. 

Such a setup as this would play out thusly, though it would be messy (we would have to split up some of 

the segments because of unequal games played). I would posit the start of the season will be more 

ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ÉÎ ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÇÁÍÅ ÐÌÁÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄȟ ÓÏ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÎ ÄÏÕÂÔȟ ÅØÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ɉÏÒÅ 

third) segment the extra week. This is based on the 6.2 games per week method. 

Games Reg. Season #1 Reg. Season #2 Playoffs Wks. 

50 Three Wks. Three Wks. Two 

60 Four Wks. Four Wks. Two 

70 Four Wks. Five Wks. Two 

80 Five Wks. Six Wks. Two 

 

3 ɀ Split the season into three sections, then add the playoffs. 

This is based on the 6.2 games per week method. 

Games Reg. Season #1 Reg. Season #2 Reg. Season #3 Playoffs Wks. 

50 Two Wks. Two Wks. Two Wks. Two 

60 Two Wks. Three Wks. Three Wks. Two 

70 Three Wks. Three Wks. Three Wks. Two 

80 Three Wks. Four Wks. Four Wks. Two 



 

Of course, any of these H2H setups would require mental gymnastics to complete. Who are you facing 

each week? Gotta be more than one team, so how do you work that? How do you do it in odd week 

segments? Do you extend the playoffs to three weeks and shorten the season to equalize things? My 

head is starting to hurt. You would also fail to play each opponent in a straight up manner, with the best 

ÙÏÕ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ ÅÁÃÈ ÔÅÁÍ ÉÎ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏȢ *ÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ) ÂÅÇ ÙÏÕȟ ÓÅÎÄ ÍÅ Á 

note saying you can just go 1-on-1 each week and not even face all the teams in your league. Hell, if 

ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎ Á ΧΨ-team league, and the season is 50 games, your regular season would be a total of six 

weeks. You would barely face half the league that way. Seems completely lame to me. As I said, it 

would be a total mess.  

)Î ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄȟ ) ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ ÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ 

We need to eliminate H2H baseball in 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cheap Power and Speed in 2020 

By Ray Flowers 

Finding power/speed players is the panacea of prospecting in the fantasy game. In 2020, it seems like 

power can be found under any old rock, but finding guys who will steal more than a base or two a 

month is more difficult that figuring out nuclear fusion. We all know the names at the top of the list, but 

who are some of the names that could be had at reasonable costs that could be of interest/value in the 

coming campaign. 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÂÙ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ΨΦΧί ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 

Last season 10 players hit 40 homers. 

Last season 22 guys hit 35 homers. 

Last season 58 guys hit 30 homers. 

Last season 80 guys hit 25 homers. 

Last season 128 guys hit 20 homers. 

Last season 187 guys hit 15 homers. 

Last season 273 guys hit 10 homers. 

Now the steals. 

Last season three men stole 40 bases. 

Last season five men stole 35 bases. 

Last season eight men stole 30 bases. 



Last season 11 men stole 25 bases. 

Last season 21 men stole 20 bases. 

Last season 42 men stole 15 bases.  

Last season 70 men stole 10 bases.  

0ÕÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ Ô×Ï ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȣ 

There were 56 men who went 10/10 in 2019 which is about as low of a bar as we can set in order to be a 

power/speed performer in the fantasy game. Think of it. In a traditional 12-ÔÅÁÍ ÍÉØÅÄ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȟ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ΪȢέ 

players per squad that went 10/10. That list includes guys like Jake Marisnick, Nick Senzel and Harrison 

Bader, players that hardly get cha excited in the fantasy game, so you can tell how low we have to drop 

the bar to find power/speed guys these days. Best case seems that you will be able to get 4-5 of those 

types on your team in a 12-team mixed league.  

Given that the 2020 season is only going to be half the game length, are we really looking at 5/5 players 

being valuable? I think that is taking things down the rabbit hole too far, even if it is a prorated level of 

ÔÈÅ ΧΦȾΧΦ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÆÕÌÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅȟ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔ ×Å ÔÁÒÇÅÔ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÉÎ Ô×Ï ÁÒÅÁÓ ɀ 

assuming the 82-game season under discussion is rectified as the law of the land. 

We want players who could go 10/5 this season OR 7/7 this year. 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÅÎÄeavor to find some names that fit into either of those sections that ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÁÒÄ ÉÎ 

the top-250 picks according to NFBC ADP since April 1st. Some of the names might be obvious, while 

others not so much. 

Jo Adell ɀ )ÔȭÓ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ Âe on the big-league diamond this season, but he has the skills to 

reach either described level, though 10/5 is more likely.  

Ryan Braun ɀ He has gone 17/11 each of the past six years and went 22/11 last season.  

Niko Goodrum ɀ Qualifies all over the diamond (2B, SS, OF and 18 games at first) and has averaged 

14/12 the last two seasons.  

Ian Happ ɀ Has power and sneaky speed. See his Player Profile. 

Sam Hilliard ɀ How much playing time will he get this season is the open-ended question. He went 

20/30 in 2017 and 30/20 last year (he went 42/24 if you combine Triple-A and the majors).  

Cesar Hernandez ɀ Has hit 29 homers the last two years but at 29 years of age his steal total dipped to 

nine last seasons, after 4-straight years of at least 15.  

Gregory Polanco ɀ He has gone 20/15 before but only went 6/3 last season due to injuries. For more see 

his Player Profile.  

Here are some guys outside the top-300 in NFBC ADP.  

Mauricio Dubon ɀ Should play all over the place for the Giants, and has the skills to join the 

power/speed club after going 20/12 in 128 combined games last season.  

Brett  Gardner ɀ Career best 28 homers last season and still stole 10 bases, though that was a full 

season low for his career.  

https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-ian-happ/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-gregory-polanco/


Trent Grisham ɀ Last season went 26/12 in the minors in a mere 97 games. For more, see his Player 

Profile.  

Brandon Nimmo ɀ Can he stay healthy for his skills to matter is the question we face in 2020. 

Here are some guys outside the top-400 in NFBC ADP.  

Nick Ahmed ɀ Check out his Player Profile for more.  

Kevin Kiermaier ɀ He has gone at least 10/10 in 4-of-5 years and went 7/10 in 88 games in the season he 

missed (2018).  

Kevin Pillar ɀ How much playing time will he get in in Boston if Alex Verdugo is healthy? The last five 

ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÈÅȭÓ ÓÔÏÌÅÎ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ΧΪ ÂÁÓÅÓ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÉÎÇ ΧΪ ÈÏÍÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ Χά ÓÔÅÁÌÓȢ  

Jurickson Profar ɀ Playing time could be an issue after the Padres signed Brian Dozier, but he does 

have 40 homers and 19 steals the last two seasons.  

Andrelton Simmons ɀ He has averaged 11 homers the last three seasons and has swiped at least 10 

bases the last four years including 10 in 103 games last season.  

Here are some guys outside the top-600 in NFBC ADP.  

Harrison Bader ɀ Playing time is a huge concern as he seemingly has to hope that his gold glove caliber 

defense will keep him in the lineup.  

Lewis Brinson ɀ He has failed numerous times in the majors, but he was having a hot spring and he 

owns the skills to contribute in a significant manner (he went 16/16 last season in just 81 games at 

Triple-A). 

Willi Castro ɀ Should see a good deal of playing time. His offensive game is mediocre, but he did go 

11/17 at Triple-A last season and he went 9/18 in the minors in 2018.  

Franchy Cordero ɀ Check out his Player Profile.  

Ian Desmond ɀ History suggest he could join the group. However, playing time is an issue as is the fact 

that he swiped a measly three bases, 10 less than in any previous season. Seems like an extreme 

longshot.  

Brian Dozier ɀ Might be in a battle with Father Time as well as with Profar for work with the Padres.  

Derek Fisher ɀ It remains to be seen if he can actually hit MLB pitching, but he does have power and 

speed (he has gone 16/10 in 419 plate appearances in the majors ɀ with a .191 batting average).  

Jose Iglesias ɀ 7ÅÎÔ ΧΧȾά ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ Á ÙÅÁÒ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÇÏÉÎÇ ΫȾΧΫȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÎ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅ ÏÆ ήȾΧΧ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ Ô×Ï 

years. Dicey.  

Monte Harrison ɀ Could easily join the club. Check out his Player Profile.  

Manuel Margot ɀ Has gone 12/17 twice in three years. How much will he play in Tampa? 

Cameron Maybin ɀ In 82 games last season he went 11/9, so there you go.  

https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-trent-grisham/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-trent-grisham/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-nick-ahmed/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-franchy-cordero/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/2020-player-profile-monte-harrison/


Hernan Perez ɀ $ÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÐÏÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÉÌÙ ÌÉÎÅÕÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÃÁÎ ÍÏÖÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÓ averaged nine 

homers and eight steals the last two seasons.  

Chris Taylor ɀ 3ÔÏÌÅ Χέ ÂÁÓÅÓ ÉÎ ΨΦΧέ ÂÕÔ ÈÁÓ Ó×ÉÐÅÄ ÊÕÓÔ Χέ ÂÁÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ Ô×Ï ÙÅÁÒÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÁÖÅÒÁÇÅÄ ΧΫ 

homers the last two seasons including 12 last year in 366 at-bats.  

 

 

 

 

 

From the Gut ɀ 5 Late-Round Hitters to Target  

By Vlad Sedler 

The road to the 2020 major league baseball season has been quite the roller coaster ride with certainly 

more hills to climb until we finally get that first pitch. There have been rumblings and rumors of 

everything from 10-team, three-division format with a universal DH to playing in neutral-site stadiums 

and, what seems like many moons ago, a sequestered-in-Arizona version. Despite the most recent 

stalemate between players and owners which will likely hover another cloud of doubt for many, this 

past week we received word of a framework that could very well work: an 82-game season starting in 



early July with teams mostly playing within their own division as well as some interleague competition 

with their geographical counterparts (NL East playing NL West, and so on).  

If the money aspect of this can be hashed out soon, we may be looking at players returning to ballparks 

for a second rendition of 2020 spring training as they prepare for a half-season of unpredictability and 

one wild ride of a season. This means we may soon be preparing for a second run of fantasy drafts ɀ for 

many of us, some of our most important leagues. In the weeks to come and as I once again prepare 

player projections and rankings in this alternate universe-turned-reality, this column will serve as an 

important prep stop for your upcoming drafts. Despite all the pending valuation adjustments, there will 

certainly be some facets that remain unchanged from our first version of fantasy drafts.  

One of those untouched areas are a few of my late-round draft targets. Specifically, hitters available 

after the top-300 overall ADP (per NFBC, March 1 ɀ May 10) who I targeted all winter long and intend to 

do so again in June, mostly because the potential reward for the price tag is much too juicy. As we all 

know, there is very little risk in our late-round selections. They are easily replaceable in FAAB if they get 

ÈÕÒÔ ÏÒ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÅÔ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÒ ÂÁÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÅØÐÏÓÕÒÅ ×Å ÅØÐÅÃÔÅÄȢ )Î Á ÓÈÏÒÔÅÎÅÄ Óeason, 

ÏÕÒ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÅÖÅÒÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÑÕÉÒÅÄȢ 7Å ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÁÆÆÏÒÄ ÔÏ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÔÏ ȬÔÕÒÎ ÉÔ 

ÁÒÏÕÎÄȭ ÎÏÒ ÆÉÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔ ÐÌÁÔÅ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÁÎÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÎÅÕÐÓȢ )ÔȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÅØÐÁÎÄÅÄ 

rosters, a larger number of hitters per team will platoon and that only the best hitters in the league will 

see consistent playing time, aka hitters who are weak against either left- or right-handed pitchers will 

be risky propositions in this shortened season. Yes, we want quality at-bats, but even more so, we want 

guys who will actually get the opportunity for quality at-bats by being in the lineup every day.  

Here are five hitters consistently available after  pick-ΩΦΦ ÏÖÅÒÁÌÌ ×ÈÏ )ȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁÒÇÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅØÔ ÓÅÒÉÅÓ 

of drafts: 

Carter Kieboom (RH, SS, WAS) ɀ ADP 329.4 

Kieboom would have an ADP 100 spots higher had he never faced major league pitching last season. He 

made his MLB debut on April 26 last year, crÕÓÈÉÎÇ Á ÄÉÎÇÅÒ ÏÆÆ 0ÁÄÒÅÓȭ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒ Craig Stammen then hit 

another bomb two games later. He spent the next seven games pressing at the plate, managing just 

two hits in his next 30 at-bats before inevitably getting shipped back down to Triple-A, never to return. 

That means his 11-game, 43 plate appearance sample ended with a .128 batting average and a bad 

taste in the mouths of fantasy players who spent decent FAAB money on him. A first-round pick of the 

Nats in 2016 (28th overall), Kieboom went on to damaging baseballs in Triple-A the rest of the year, 

finishing with a .303/.409/.493 slash, 16 HR, 79 RBI, 79 R, 5 SB in 494 PA (109 games).  

Fast-forward to spring training, Kieboom predictably found himself competing for an Opening Day 

roster spot and a shot at locking up the third base job vacated by Anthony Rendon in the offseason. 

Prior to baseball getting shut down, he was working diligently with third base coach Chip Hale, re-

learning a position he had previously played and displayed some great discipline in spring games, 

walking seven times in 37 plate appearances. The shortstop position is heavily loaded in fantasy this 

ÙÅÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÕÎÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ +ÉÅÂÏÏÍ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÓÈÏÒÔÓÔÏÐ 

anyways. The fact that he can be an everyday big-leaguer and offer two positions of eligibility (SS and 

3B) should he take that third base job is roster flexibility that would come in handy for our rosters. Most 

sites projecting lineups have Kieboom hitting eighth ɀ a very frightening spÏÔ ÆÏÒ ., ÔÅÁÍÓ ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ 

ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÁÌ $(Ȣ "ÕÔ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÏÆ +ÉÅÂÏÏÍȭÓ ÉÌË ÌÉËÅÌÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÔÔÏÍ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÌÅÁÇÕÅ 



lineup for very long. He could potentially work his way up to the five-spot behind Juan Soto which 

would provide him with ample opportunity hitting behind a guy with a .400 OBP over the past two 

ÓÅÁÓÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÕÓÔÅÒ ÏÎ +ÉÅÂÏÏÍȭÓ ÓÔÏÃË ÈÁÓ ÆÁÌÌÅÎ ÄÒÁÍÁÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȭÓ ÃÕÐ ÏÆ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ 

provides us with a good shot at earning a profit. 

Brandon Nimmo (LH, OF, NYM) ɀ ADP 362.5 

Not sure why folks are sleeping here as Nimmo is one of the sneakier late-round hitters in the player 

pool this year. There are virtually no leadoff hitters in baseball available this late in drafts. Granted, 

Nimmo, a left-handed bat, will probably onlÙ ÌÅÁÄÏÆÆ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÒÉÇÈÔÉÅÓȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÁÌÒÉÇÈÔ 

considering a big chunk of these proposed 82 games would occur against fellow NL East teams, of 

which there are only four left-handed starters (Corbin ɀ WAS, C.Smith ɀ FLA, Hamels/Fried ɀ ATL). And 

if yoÕȭÒÅ ÃÕÒÉÏÕÓȟ .ÉÍÍÏ can ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÈÉÓ Ï×Î ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ,(0Ȣ (ÉÓ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ×/"! ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅÍ ɉȢΩΪΪɊ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ 

differ much from his wOBA against righties (.366) and the same with power (.161 ISO vs. LHP, .194 vs 

RHP).  

The biggest concern with Nimmo is a neck injury that cause him to miss a huge chunk of last season 

(132 days in total). He collided with an outfield wall in an April 14 game last year and was out until 

September with a bulging disc in the old neck. Nimmo did finish the season strong, hitting .261 with 

five homers and 15 RBI in 26 games, most importantly, flashing a strong 21.6 percent walk rate. And 

that walk rate is a big reason why Nimmo needs to be on our late-round radars. Nimmo is actually the 

only member of the New York Mets with a walk rate greater than 15 percent since 2016 among players 

with at least 1,000 plate appearances. That .387 on-base percentage is flashy and a good indicator of 

fantasy profit hitting atop this lineup. Yes, there is always a risk of injury with him as he has amassed 

300 or more plate appearances just once in his four-year career. But the upside is tremendous for 

someone who will likely spend a good chunk of the season leading off for a strong offensive lineup and 

the opportunity to contribute across all five standard roto categories. 

Travis Shaw (LH, 3B, TOR) ɀ ADP 370.5 

-ÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ 3ÈÁ×ȭÓ ÂÅÓÔ ÄÁÙÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÒÉÇÈÔȢ 

"ÕÔ ÉÔ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÄÁÙÓ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ ÁÓ Á ÍÁÊÏÒ ÌÅÁÇÕÅÒȢ 3ÈÁ× ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ΩΦ-years-old and signed a 

one-year, $4M deal with the Blue Jays in the offseason. Shaw is third base-eligible but will likely earn 

first base eligibility rather early on in the season as he will face all the right-handed pitching he can 

ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÂÁÓÅÍÁÎȢ Shaw is currently projected to hit in the all-valuable fifth spot in the 

*ÁÙÓȭ ÌÉÎÅÕÐ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ Vladimir Guerrero Jr. when a righty is on the mound.  

Last year was all but a lost season for Shaw as he missed a month for the Brewers with a strained right 

wristȢ 5ÐÏÎ ÒÅÔÕÒÎȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÒÉÓÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÐÐÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÈÁÍÐÅÒ ÈÉÍȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÁÌÌ Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ×ÒÉÓÔ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓ 

tend to linger and affect power. He may have been overcompensating by trying to launch the ball too 

high as he yearned for those power-hitting days of yesteryear, as evidenced by a career-high 24 percent 

launch angle last season (career mark is 16 percent). Note that he did not lose any of his power (exit 

velocity around 88 mph just as in previous seasons) though he did not receive consistent playing time 

and became a non-factor for the organization. Shaw is a guy who had consecutive 30-plus home run 

season prior to his lost 2019 and his Jays will frequently face below-average pitchers within their 

division, specifically on the Orioles and Red Sox. The best plan here is to toss last year out of the 



window and concentrate on what a half-season of a dirt-cheap Shaw can provide as a member of the 

Blue Jays. 

Shed Long (LH, 2B, SEA) ɀ ADP 545.9 

This ADP is virtually free though it is worth noting that has price tag rose considerably once it became 

ÃÌÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ,ÏÎÇ ×ÁÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÉÎÅÒÓȭ ÌÅÁÄÏÆÆ ÈÉÔÔÅÒȢ )Î ÔÈÅ ×ÁÖÅ ÏÆ .&"# ÄÒÁÆÔÓ 

in April, his ADP typically fell between 310 and 360 overall. With Long, the upside clearly lies in stolen 

base opportunities atop the lineup and the fact that the Mariners are in the midst of a youth movement 

that will allow him a long leash even through any potential slumps. Despite some physical similarities to 

fellow teammate and speedster Dee Gordon (Long is 15 pounds heavier but three inches shorter), their 

skillset is anything but. Long has much more power in his bat (87.6 mph EV, 36 percent hard-hit last 

season) though he projects as a single-digit homer guy in a full-season scenario. Most importantly, he 

was a post-Covid shutdown (the three weeks starting March 12) roommate of infamous rabbit Billy 

Hamilton  and worked extensively with him on base-running strategies. Between Gordon and Hamilton, 

Long is in good company for base-swiping tips and techniques. All in all, he is a much wiser bet for late-

round speed than guys like Gordon and Jarrod Dyson because of the sheer volume of expected plate 

appearances and a lesser likelihood in hurting you in the other categories. 

Mauricio Dubon (RH, 2B, SF) ɀ ADP 405 

Dubon is a ÂÒÉÇÈÔ ÓÐÏÔ ÏÎ Á 'ÉÁÎÔÓȭ ÏÆÆÅÎÓÅ ÍÉÒÅÄ ÉÎ ÍÅÄÉÏÃÒÉÔÙȢ ! (ÏÎÄÕÒÁÎ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÄ 3ÏØ 

drafted in 2013, Dubon took six years to take his first major-league at-bat. His primary strength is his 

defense, and that is what will likely keep him in new manager 'ÁÂÅ +ÁÐÌÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÎÅÕÐ ÃÏÎÓÉÓÔÅÎÔÌÙȢ &ÉÔÔÉÎÇ 

the theme of this article, he is another guy likely to gain a second position of fantasy eligibility early in 

the season as he had been playing centerfield and could spend some time there. Kapler could also use 

him at shortstop though that is not something likely to happen in 2020. Dubon does offer a bit of speed 

(38 SB in 2017 in the minors) but a 72 percent success rate over his minor league years have kept the 

opportunities down over the past two seasons. MoreovÅÒȟ $ÕÂÏÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÔÁËÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÐÁÓÓÅÓ ÁÔ Á ÄÏÕÂÌÅ-

digit clip and is below-average power wise. Despite his lack of upside, he is likely to be afforded an 

opportunity to play every day, whether that be at second base or in centerfield. Dubon is tough to strike 

out (13 percent over six seasons) and can spray it all over the field and contribute in batting average. I 

×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÁÓ ÆÁÒ ÁÓ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ $ÕÂÏÎ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÍȭÓ ÌÅÁÄÏÆÆ ÈÉÔÔÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÒÕÔÈ ÂÅ ÔÏÌÄȟ ÉÔȭÓ 

possible given the alternatives (Brandon Crawford, Mike Yastrzemski). Dubon is the least appealing of 

our quintet here but boring does help win fantasy leagues and pay the bills.  

 

 



 

 

Should We Be Using Team Bullpens in 2020? 

By Ray Flowers 

The 2020 MLB season is going to be different. I think ×ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÔÒÕÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ 

running fantasy baseball leagues like we always have might be a mistake. As such, there has never been 

a more applicable time for us to consider stepping out of our comfort zone to try new directions/plans 

ÁÓ ×Å ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅȢ %ÖÅÎ ÍÅȟ ÏÌÄ 2ÁÙ &ÌÏ×ÅÒÓȟ -ÒȢ ) $ÏÎȭÔ %ÖÅÒ 7ÁÎÔ 

ÔÈÅ 2ÕÌÅÓ ÔÏ #ÈÁÎÇÅ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÓȣ ×Å ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 

Today, we explore the role of bullpens and, more specifically, if we should move on from individual 

players to team bullpen? 

RECENT CLOSER HISTORY 

A chart taken from 3ÁÖÅÓȡ ,ÅÔȭÓ -ÏÖÅ /Î.  

https://www.fantasyguru.com/saves-lets-move-on/


 

4Ï ÓÕÍ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÕÐȣ 

1 ɀ Only one man has 30-saves each of the three years (Kenley Jansen). 

2 ɀ Only four men have 30-saves each of the last two years (Jansen, Aroldis Chapman, Brad Hand, 

Raisel Iglesias). 

3 ɀ Only nine men had 20-saves each of the last three years (Chapman, Edwin Diaz, Sean Doolittle, 

Ken Giles, Hand, Iglesias, Jansen, Roberto Ozuna, Felipe Vazquez). 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÍÁÎÙ ȰÂÁÎËÁÂÌÅȱ ÃÌÏÓÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ ×ÉÔÈȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÊÕÒÉÅÓȟ ÉÎ-season changes based on 

performance and mixing/matching that goes on rather frequently each season. We all know this game 

and we try to walk the fine line of success year after year.  

THE 2020 SEASON 

Bullpens are traditionally uneven with roles often changing. 

We have injuries. 

We have role changes based on performance. 

We have shared scenarios based on matchups. 

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÖÏÌÁÔÉÌÉÔÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÅÎÓȢ  

How will 2020 change that? 

)ÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÕÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎȢ 

Will teams push their bullpens, more specifically their closers, since the season is only half as long? 

Will teams show patience with their closers? A guy struggles a bit mid-season, a team usually rides with 

the guy if he has a track record of 9th inning success. What if a guy goes all apocalyptic like Edwin Diaz 

last year? Would a team stick with a guy who offers that level of struggle if the season is truncated to 

half the allowed games? Would have to think that a struggling closer will have a really short leash in 

2020.  

7ÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÁÄȱ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÐÕÓÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÌÏÓÅÒÓ ÈÁÒÄÅÒȩ 7ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÅØÐÁÎÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÏÆÆÓȟ ÁÎÄ 

ÏÎÌÙ ÈÁÌÆ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÄȟ ȰÂÁÄȱ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÈÏÔ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÏÆÆÓ ÉÎ ȭΨΦ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÔÈÅÒ×ÉÓÅ 



×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȢ 'ÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ ȰÂÁÄȱ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÐÏÏÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÔÁÌÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÂÕÌÌÐÅÎÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÏÓÅ ȰÂÁÄȱ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÁÌÌÙ ÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÍ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ ÔÒÕÓÔ ×ÈÅÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ Çame is on the 

line leading to move saves consolidated in just one arm? 

Will teams mix and match a ton based on matchups given that there are only half as many games? In 

essence, there is no time to coast since every game will take on a magnified level of importance, so will 

ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒÓ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÅÒÃÅÎÔÁÇÅ ÐÌÁÙÓȱ ÔÈÁÎ ÅÖÅÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȩ 

Will there me more save options, especially earn on, when starters will likely toss less innings leaving 

more innings to be filled by bullpens? Perhaps, 2-3 inning saves could happen more frequently than the 

traditional three out efforts we are used to? 

4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÂÕÌÌÐÅÎÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ Á ÆÁÃÔȢ 

TEAM BULLPENS ɀ A SOLUTION? 

Do I want to draft team bullpens?  

No. 

So why suggest it here? 

Did you read the above? 

In a best-case scenario, there is uncertainty in the 9th inning (why I keep championing going to Solds). 

4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÅÁÓÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÁÔÃÈÅÔÅÄ ÕÐ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÄÅÁÌȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÅÅ Á ×ÁÙ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ. 

Therefore, we have to at least consider going with team bullpens.  

The drawback. 

)ÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÏÎÅ ÇÕÙ ÁÎÄ ÅØÐÅÃÔ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÈÏÌÄ ÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ίth inning all season long. When we 

are moving on to an entire team, the situation is obviously magnified. 

What if relievers 1-2-3 are ace but the rest of the pen stinks?  

Do you really know who reliever 5-6-7 are on a club? 

Will some teams give a varied group of arms work out of the bullpen this season? Will it be a mixing and 

matching of veteran arms not really good enough to start with youngster with great stuff but little 

polish? Some teams could benefit or be damaged by bullpen arms. This seems obvious, but the point 

)ȭÍ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ /ÐÅÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ the Bulk Reliever. Teams using bulk relievers will 

benefit if they turn to arms like Ryan Yarbrough and Yonny Chirinos. However, what if teams turn to 

guys like Tommy Milone or Nick Ramirez ÆÏÒ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÏÕÔÉÎÇÓȣ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÔÏ ȰÂÕÌÌÐÅÎȱ 

numbers? A scenario such as this could hurt your ratio numbers ɀ if the teams use moderate arms to eat 

more innings on a consistent basis. 

Will teams use the traditional 5-man rotations? Might some, especially later in the year, turn to 4-man 

rotations? Will teams, other than the Angels, move to 6-man rotations? Whatever size the rotations 

might be, the question of how teams will manage their starters is relevant to the current discussion (see 

Why Avoid Pitching Early?).  

https://www.fantasyguru.com/using-bulk-relievers-in-2020/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/why-avoid-starting-pitching-early/


2020 TEAM BULLPEN RANKINGS 

*Based on expected rosters as of this writing. 

1 ɀ Yankees 

2 ɀ Brewers  

3 ɀ Padres 

4 ɀ Astros 

5 ɀ Rays  

6 ɀ Braves 

7 ɀ Twins 

8 ɀ Dodgers 

9 ɀ Athletics 

10 ɀ Reds 

11 ɀ Mets 

12 ɀCardinals 

)& 9/5 $/.ȭ4 7!.4 4/ 53% 4%!- "5,,0%.3ȣ 

(ÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ 4ÅÁÍ "ÕÌÌÐÅÎÓȢ 

1 ɀ Every league should go to Solds.  

)Î ÔÈÉÓ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏȟ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ Ïn who is picking up the save in these random 

times. Been arguing for it for years. 

2 ɀ All leagues should remove saves completely.  

7Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÔÅÁÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÎÎÁ ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÇÁÍÅÓȢ  

3 ɀ Draft relievers per normal and accumulate their four categories (sans saves). Then use Team Bullpens 

for the saves component.  

In order to get saves for the 2020 season we draft/roster an extra spot for Team Saves. You could run 

ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÔÕÐ ÁÓ Á ÓÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÌÅÁÇÕÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓÎȭÔ Édeal of course, redrafting is 

Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÌÁÙȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÄÒÁÆÔÉÎÇ ÇÕÙÓ ÌÉËÅ Jose Leclerc as early as you did with his ratio 

wildness. Still, adding team saves seems pretty equitable I think, and it would help to use each piece ɀ 

pitcher and team ɀ in conjunction.  

CONCLUSION 

)Ó ÔÈÅÒÅ Á ÆÉÒÍ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÏÎ ÈÏ× ÔÏ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÕÓÅ ÂÕÌÌÐÅÎÓ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦȩ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ 

think so. I believe arguments can be made on either side of this debate. My initial thought was ɀ just use 

relievers per normal. At the other end of the spectrum we have the team only angle. I think that moving 

ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÍ ÂÕÌÌÐÅÎÓ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÉÔ ÔÏÏ ÆÁÒȟ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÕÓÅÄ 4ÅÁÍ $efense in 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/rays-rundown-5-5-should-we-redraft


fantasy football for as long as there has been such a thing so there is certainly precedent for using a 

team in the context of fantasy scoring. I kinda prefer the hybrid model ɀ using relievers for 

%2!Ⱦ7()0Ⱦ+Ⱦ7ÉÎÓ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÅÁÍȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ Óaves total ɀ but some might view that as more 

ÔÒÏÕÂÌÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÉÔȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÏÒ ÂÅ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÏÆ ÕÎÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÔÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ) ÄÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȢ 0ÅÒÈÁÐÓ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÏÌÄ ÂÒÏËÅÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÙÅÁÒÓȣ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ) 

would more heavily than ever before, at least argue for the use of solds over saves.  

 

 

 

 

 

Using Bulk Relievers in 2020 

By Ray Flowers 

 

In article written a few days back, I listed the reasons why one should strongly consider avoiding taking 

starting pitchers early in a fantasy draft (Why Avoid Starting Pitching Early?ɊȢ ) ÇÅÔ ÉÔȟ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ 

ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÒ ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÓÏ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ matter. Even if that is 

ÔÈÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ advocating for re-drafting previously drafted teams, there are still 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/why-avoid-starting-pitching-early/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/rays-rundown-5-5-should-we-redraft/


likely to be steps that you can take on the waiver-wire, or through the trade market in deep leagues to 

bolster your squad. Getting out ahead of this, here is the main point of this piece ɀ many teams are 

ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ȰÂÕÌË ÒÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÍÏst 

folks assign to them.  

WHAT IS A BULK RELIEVER? 

Usually, this term has been enacted to describe the guys who follow an Opener, you know, the Ryan 

9ÁÒÂÒÏÕÇÈȭÓ of the world who come in and throw 4-5 innings in relief (Yarbrough has made just 20 

starts the last two years but he has thrown 289 innings for the Rays). However, for the sake of this 

ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ )ȭÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ ÔÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÇÕÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÒÏ×Î Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÐÅÒ 

outing out of the bullpen. Basically, any reliever that throws more than an inning an outing could be 

noted. Realize that relievers, in general, post excellent strikeout marks per inning pitched, can pick up 

cheap wins and also own the skills to have solid to dominant ratios (ERA/WHIP). An inning here or there 

doesÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÈÕÇÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ Á ÆÁÎÔÁÓÙ ÓÑÕÁÄȟ ÂÕÔ Ô×Ï ÉÎÎÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÎÔ ×ÏÒËȟ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÏÆ 

week, can compete with a moderate five inning effort by a starting pitcher. 

WHO WERE/ARE THE BULK RELIEVERS?  

Here are the relievers who threw at least 70-innings last season. Note the G (Games) column as well.  

 

The next step is to look at the relievers who average 1.67 or more innings an outing. The number is 

listed in the IP/G column at the right. These are hurlers that threw at least 40-innings last season. 



 

7ÅȭÖÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÅÄ 9ÁÒÂÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÏ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÄÒÁÆÔÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÒȢ 

Trevor Cahill could start for the Giants, but he will likely work out of the bullpen. 

Julio Urias ×ÉÌÌ ÈÕÒÌ ÈÉÓ ÐÉÔÃÈÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÏÄÇÅÒÓȭ ÓÔÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÒÏÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ  

3Ïȟ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÈÒÏ× ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÐÅÒ ÏÕÔÉÎÇȟ ÇÕÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ 

could have a bigger impact that some thing in the fantasy game. 

Jalen Beeks/Trevor Richards, Rays 

9ÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÅÁÍ ÆÒÏÍ &ÌÏÒÉÄÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÆÆȟ ÓÏ ÉÔȭÓ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ÉÆ "ÅÅËÓȾ2ÉÃÈÁÒÄÓ 

even make the squad initially.  

Beeks owns a 4.70 ERA over his 155 big league innings with a 1.49 WHIP. Those numbers are worse than 

the league aveÒÁÇÅ ÁÓ ÁÒÅ ÈÉÓ έȢάΧ +Ⱦί ÁÎÄ ΩȢέΨ ""Ⱦί ÒÁÔÅÓȢ (ÅȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÍÁÄÅ ÆÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ΫΧ ÂÉÇ 

ÌÅÁÇÕÅ ÏÕÔÉÎÇÓȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ just a guy, even with that 11-4 record. 

Richards is 10-ΨΧ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÃÁÒÅÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÓ ÍÁÄÅ Ϊή ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÉÎ ΫΫ ÏÕÔÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒÓȢ (ÅȭÓ not making the 

roster as a starter, but he could fill a bulk role. He sure seemed to like life in Tampa as he went 3-0 with 

a 1.93 ERA, 1.20 WHIP, 9.26 K/9 and 4.80 in the K/BB column (albeit in just 23.1 innings with three starts 

and four relief appearanÃÅÓɊȢ (ÅȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÙ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÏÎ Á ËÉÌÌÅÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÕÐȟ ÓÏ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó Á ÈÁÒÄ 

thrower it might cause enough of a change to induce some weaker swings. There have also been 

concerns about him being a two-pitch guy who batters eventually figure out, so precluding him from 

ÆÁÃÉÎÇ Á ÌÉÎÅÕÐ Á ÔÈÉÒÄ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÓÅÅÍÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÈÉÓ ÓËÉÌÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÈÅ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ 

have to face the entire lineup twice.  

Corbin Burnes/Freddy Peralta, Brewers 

!Ó ) ×ÒÉÔÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ )ȭÍ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ Òotation with the other going into long relief. 

That said, there is certainly another way to read the situation, that is with both men ending up in the 



pen with the rotation looking like this: Brandon Woodruff, Adrian Houser, Brett Anderson, Josh 

Lindblom and Eric Lauer. So, there is uncertainty with both Burnes and Peralta in terms of their roles. 

,ÅÔȭÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓËÉÌÌÓȢ 

Burnes made four starts last season but took the ball 28 times out of the bullpen. A full-time starter as 

recent at the 2017 season, he made just 13 starts in 2018 as he was transitioned into more of a bullpen 

role, a trend that continued last season in Milwaukee, though he did make seven starts during his eight 

minor league appearances last season. In 49 innings last season, Burnes punched out 70 fools leading to 

a 12.86 K/9 and absurdly strong 17.2 percent swinging strike rate (his career mark is now 16.4 percent). 

He struggled to limit the free pass last year, he walked 3.67 per nine, but given his overall stuff, and his 

61.3 percent first pitch strike rate, his BABIP .414 is patently absurd. The mark should drop .100 points. 

Burnes also posted a 38.6 percent HR/FB ratio last season, another absurd mark. I mean, come on, 

ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÉÃË ÓÔÕÆÆȢ (Å ÃÁÎ ÄÏÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÁÎÙ ÏÐÐÏÎÅÎÔȢ 

Peralta is just 23 years of age, but the questions still persist. Would he be better off working out of the 

bullpen or the rotation? The issue with him starting is that he really only has two pitches. In two years, 

ÈÅȭÓ ÔÈÒÏ×Î ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÔÅÒ έή ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ Ãurveball 20 percent with the Brewers, and that 

ÍÁËÅÓ ÈÉÍ ÆÁÉÒÌÙ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÁÂÌÅȢ )ÔȭÓ ÅØÔÒÅÍÅÌÙ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÒ ÔÈÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÊÕÓÔ Ô×Ï ÐÉÔÃÈÅÓȟ 

ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÉÓÓÕÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ )Î ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÂÁÃË his 

sliderȢ ȰIt was led by Freddy, as much as anything, by wanting to add something else to his arseÎÁÌȟȱ 

ÓÁÉÄ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÒ #ÒÁÉÇ #ÏÕÎÓÅÌÌȢ Ȱ4ÈÅÎ ×Å ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÈÁÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÉÔÃÈ ÌÏÏË ÌÉËÅȢȱ )Æ ÈÅ ÃÁÎ 

indeed hone that slider, he could be rotation bound. If not, he could dominate out of the pen (he owns 

an 11.63 K/9 rate in 163.1 innings). I mean, think of it. Two innings from Peralta, 1.2 innings from Burnes 

and 1.1 innings from Hader. Who the hell would want to bat in those five innings in a game? 

Have you heard of Otto, the skateboarding dog? 

Luis Cessa/Jonathan Loaisiga, Yankees 

4ÈÅ 9ÁÎËÅÅÓȭ ÐÅÎ ÉÓ ÔÅÒÒÉÆÉÃ ɉ#ÈÁÐÍÁÎȾ"ÒÉÔÔÏÎȾ/ÔÔÁÖÉÎÏȾ'ÒÅÅÎȾ+ÁÈÎÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃɊȢ 4ÈÅ 9ÁÎËÓ ÁÌÓÏ 

have two potentially dynamic long relievers as well. At least one. Maybe 1.5. OK, just one.  

Cessa is a 28 year old with 232 innings of work over four seasons. (ÅȭÓ ÍÁÄÅ Χί ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ ήά 

appearances, and that included all 43 outings lats season out of the bullpen. Those 43 outings covered 

81 innings by the righty. His 8.33 K/9 and 3.44 BB/9 rates are league average stuff. Ditto the 1.31 WHIP, 

4.30 SIERA and 4.51 xFIP. Pretty much just a guy. 

,ÏÁÉÓÉÇÁ ÉÓ ÉÎÔÒÉÇÕÉÎÇȢ )ÔȭÓ ÕÎÃÌÅÁÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÒÏÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ (ÅȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÒÅÁË ÃÁÍÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÒÏÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÈÉÆÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÆ ÁÎ ÉÎÊÕÒÙ ÁÒÉÓÅÓȢ 3ÐÅÁËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÎÊÕÒÙȟ ÈÅȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÁÄÄÌÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 

plenty of physical concerns that have limited his innings pitched totals significantly (since 2016: 2.1, 

32.2, 80.2 and 49.1 innings). It seems likely that with the minors caput, Jonathan will be used out of the 

pen. Given the depth that exists there for the Yankees, and the hope that Jonathan will still be able to 

start at the big leagues, he could easily assume the role of long reliever from Cessa. He owns hellacous 

stuff and has posted an 11.18 K/9 rate in 56.1 big-league innings. He could dominate in any rÏÌÅȢ ,ÅÔȭÓ 

hope that he works multi-innings.  

Sam Gaviglio/Wilmer Font, Blue Jays 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/mlb/brewers/2020/02/15/brewers-freddy-peralta-expects-big-things-after-adding-slider-mix/4760302002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/mlb/brewers/2020/02/15/brewers-freddy-peralta-expects-big-things-after-adding-slider-mix/4760302002/
https://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/records/hall-of-fame/otto-the-skateboarding-bulldog


The Jays added depth to the rotation this offseason, and also in the pen. Still, Sam is the type of guy 

×ÈÏ ÔÅÁÍÓ ÖÁÌÕÅȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÎÇ ÏÕÔÓȢ 'ÁÖÉÇÌÉÏ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ always do that however. He 

transitioned from starting to reliever well, but with barely 8.2 K/9 and a continue propensity give up the 

homer (1.69 per nine last year, an exact match for his three-ÙÅÁÒ ÍÁÒËɊȟ ÈÅȭÓ Á ÓÐÏÔÔÙ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ 

ÃÏÕÎÔÉÎÇ ÏÎȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ Íerely listed here cause of his role last season.  

One of the guys the Jays added was Font. Used as an Opener 17 times last season, Font worked out of 

the bullpen 31 times. He threw 49.2 innings in those 31 outings with 9.97 strikeouts per nine and a 3.93 

B"Ⱦ+* ÒÁÔÉÏ ×ÉÔÈ Á ΧȢΨΧ 7()0Ȣ (ÅȭÓ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÎ 'ÁÖÉÇÌÉÏ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÒÏ× ÈÉÇÈÅÒ 

quality innings this season.  

Wade LeBlanc/Tommy Milone, Orioles 

LeBlanc made 27 starts in 2018 but regressed to just eight last year. Still, he threw 121.1 innings for the 

Mariners, and that included 84.2 innings in his 18 relief efforts. He is likely to start this season for the 

depleted Orioles (heaven help them). Milone also moved to Baltimore, though his role is much less 

clear. The last three years Milone has made just 18 starts while relieving 27 times. Two negatives here.  

Adrian Sampson, Rangers 

He is in the Korean Baseball League now.  

In the end, keep a close on teams who are admitting that they plan to use bulk relievers 

 

 

 

 



 

4ÈÅ 2ÏÌÅ ÏÆ )ÎÊÕÒÉÅÓ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦ 

The injured list will move from 10 games to 15 this season, something that I detailed in New Rules 
in 2020. That situation alone will have an impact on squads in the coming season. Moving further 
down the rabbit hole, we need to consider how to view players who have missed a good deal of 
ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÐÁÓÔȢ 3ÈÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÌÁÂÅÌ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÁÓ ȰÔÒÏÕÂÌÅÄȱ ÁÎÄ ÊÕÓÔ ÍÏÖÅ ÏÎȩ $ÏÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ 
mean guys like Rich Hill and Giancarlo Stanton ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍÓȩ 7Å 
will look at this line of thought in what follows, as well as discussing a study that broke down how 
the hamstring issue early in the year, and how that could be an even bigger concern in 2020. 

THIS SEASON ɀ GAMES MISSED MATTER 

7Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÐÌÁÙÉÎÇ ΧάΨ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦȢ 

We are seemingly playing something from 80-ΧΦΦ ÇÁÍÅÓ ÉÎ ΨΦΨΦ ɉ×Å ÊÕÓÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ 
writing). 

The shorter season magnifies the amount of time a player will miss by drastically increasing the 
percentage of games missed, even if a trip to the IL lasts only 15 days. 

https://www.fantasyguru.com/new-rules-in-2020/
https://www.fantasyguru.com/new-rules-in-2020/


Here is a table with the percentages clearly listed for games missed based on a 13-game setting (for 
the sake of this exercise we will assume that 13 games will be played per each 15-day segment, 
ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÁÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÌ ×ÏÒÌÄɊȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÈÅÓÉÓ ÉÓ 
the games total that was used to lead to each percentage listed. 

 

As can be plainly seen, a trip to the IL is far from crushing to a players value over the course of a 
ÎÏÒÍÁÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÁÒÅÎȭÔ normal in 2020. Any time missed by a player has a proportionally 
larger impact, to the point that if a player missed a month of time he will be out of action for a 
massive percent of the game action. Players frequently miss a month of time with a muscle pull or 
an ankle issue, and that generally costs the player roughly 16 percent of the game action. This year, 
a similar injury will cost a quarter to a third of all the games to be missed. Further, a 6-8 week injury 
could cost a player half, or more than half, the games in 2020 which could leave a massive hole to 
fill for a fantasy squad. 

DURABILITY MATTERS MORE THAN USUAL 

It might be wise to prioritize those players who have been on the field a lot in the recent past. This 
is the patently obvious conclusion to reach. What that means is that we should certainly be viewing 
stable/boring players with a bit more interest this season than in years past. As we saw above, 
missing time due to injÕÒÙ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÄÅÂÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÅÆÆÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÙÅÒȭÓ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎȢ 3Ïȟ ÁÌÌ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÆÏÌËÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÙÅÁÒ ×ÈÏ ÔÁËÅ ÄÒÁÆÔ ÄÁÙ ÃÈÁÎÃÅÓ ÏÎ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓȟ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ȬÉÆ ÈÅ ÃÁÎ ÏÎÌÙ ÓÔÁÙ 
ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟȭ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÆÏÌËÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÁËÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÉÇÇÅÒ ÒÉÓË ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅÙ Îormally would be in 2020. In 
Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÉÔȭÓ Á ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÁÂÌÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÙ ÔÏ ÕÔÉÌÉÚÅȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ÉÔ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÅÒÍÅÄ Á 
dubious one. 

With that, here are some of the iron men of game. These are the players, and pitchers, that in the 
recent past weȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÎ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȢ $ÏÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÐÌÁÙ ÄÁÉÌÙ 
this season? Of course not. At the same time, the longer I break down the game of baseball the 
more that I become persuaded that staying on the field might just be a skill. 

Here are the players who have appeared in 150-games each of the last three years. 


